
Toy or Item Description Brand Where Purchased
Date 

Purchased

Component or Part 

with Excessive Lead

'XRF Test Results (in 

ppm)
 Lab Results (in ppm)

The Center for Environmental Health 

conducted XRF testing on all the items 

initially. The X-ray fluorescence (XRF) 

device is used by many commercial 

lead inspectors. It shoots high-energy x-

rays at the item or components and 

sends back a chemical analysis, 

including the lead content of the item. 

Results are in parts per million.

Most items that posted more than 600 

parts per million of lead with the XRF 

device were then sent to Hayward-based 

MACS, a federally-accredited lab for 

further analysis. In the lab, the 

suspected components were dissolved 

in an acid solution and tests were run to 

access lead levels.

Silver medallion necklace, black disk dangles
V accessories; Volume 

Brands Int'l
One Dollar One Store 5/8/09 clasp 744,000

Lead-free' blue flower silver oval earrings Princess Accessories
 Dollar Store, 16th and 

Mission, San Francisco
5/8/09 metal back of blue crystals 427,100

Fiore Hair Ornament Fiore Viva Bargain, Garden Grove 4/13/09 metal part of butterfly wing 320,000

Bunny character on silver key ring N/A Dollar Discount, Newark 5/7/09 back of bunny 245,000

Jacqueline Butterfly Hair Clips Prestige Dollar Discount, Newark 5/7/09 abdomen/butter body 232,000

Hanging charm 'OK asian character with 

rhinestones
N/A Dollar Discount, Newark 5/7/09 red side of metal charm 153,000

Rainbow Flash strap,"forever" keychain

Hanaro Telecom, Inc. & 

FACE; ICONIX 

Entertainment; Fancy Plus

Dollar Discount, Newark 5/7/09 clasp 147,000

Assorted binder clips
Bazic, Bangkit U.S.A. 

Corporation
Dollar Discount, Newark 5/7/09 big yelliow clip 138,000

Bear in green car piggy bank N/A Dollar Discount, Newark 5/7/09 yellow wheel 66,200

Set of 16 small hair clips, yellow, blue, pink, 

white
N/A Dollar Discount, Newark 5/7/09 yellow hairclip 38,200

Police car set Alum Rock Discount Store 5/4/09 yellow car 36,600

Colorful hoop earrings   5/4/09 yellow hoop earring 33,100

Lead Content Test Results

As part of our investigation into whether retailers and manufacturers were complying with the new Consumer 

Product Safety Improvement Act, KQED and the Center for Environmental Health purchased 200 children's 

items from discount stores in California. Tests showed that about 1 in 6 items violate the new lead limits. The 

Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act bans the sale of items that have more than 600 parts per million 

of lead.



Chinese flute N/A Dollar Discount, Newark 5/7/09 green paint 29,300

Set of 12 colored butterfly hairclips Pride Accessories Alum Rock Discount Store 5/4/09 orange clip 26,400

Treat bags, 'graduation'
Paper Art, James River 

Corporation
One Dollar One Store 5/8/09 treat bags 16,400

Ceramic Cow Piggy Bank Viva Bargain, Garden Grove 4/13/09 general 7253

Set of 4 plush balls Activity & Sport Alum Rock Discount Store 5/4/09 red and yellow ball (yellow) 5370

Disney Wildcat Summer large pencil case Disney, Tri-Coastal Design Dollar Discount, Newark 5/7/09 yellow trim 3970

Hannah Montana Charm Bracelet Disney, H.E.R. Accessories 99 Cents Only Store 4/12/09 bar clasp 2730

Detroit Pistons bi-fold wallet
NBA, Haddad Accessories, 

Colortech
One Dollar One Store 5/8/09 inside vinyl 2570

Small Red Purse with Stars Super Star Viva Bargain, Garden Grove 4/13/09 general 2240

Blue and green purple-striped lunch bag Romar Accessories 99 Cents Only, San Leandro 5/4/09 inner black vinyl lining 2132

Long pink wallet w/ letters Super King Alum Rock Discount Store 5/4/09 black vinyl lining 2084

Alphabet Wallet ODMANYE Viva Bargain, Garden Grove 4/13/09 black vinyl -inner pockets 2050

Disney High School Musical CD case Disney, Tri-Coastal Design Dollar Discount, Newark 5/7/09 zipper pull 1990

Lanmao Blue Cat Red Backpack 4U Bargain 4/13/09 red vinyl 1870

Nature's Garden' yellow/orange/silver flower 

charm necklace
D.M. Production One Dollar One Store 5/8/09 flower charm (front) 1637

Hannah Montana Diary Set Disney 4U Bargain 4/12/09 vinyl in address book cover 1370

Adheso' yellow math liner Kittrich Corp. Dollar Store 5/8/09 yellow material 1360

Blue and Red Elmo lunch bag w/ kites 99 Cents Only, San Leandro 5/4/09 red fabrid 1300



Disney Camp Rock makeup set Disney; Townley, Inc. Marshall's, San Jose 5/4/09 pink bag 1283

Spiderman lunch bag Fast Forward LLC, Marvel Giant Value Outlet 5/4/09 solid blue back side 1270

MUDD pink butterfly lunchbox Mudd girls, Ross 5/4/09 lunchbox front 1200

Kids rain poncho, maroon N/A One Dollar One Store 5/8/09 poncho 1020

Strawberry Shortcake wallet
American Greetings, Those 

Characters, Fast Forward NY
One Dollar One Store 5/8/09 inner red vinyl lining 925

Set of plastic plane, foot, and watch Stefanie
Alum Rock Discount Store, 

San Jose, CA
5/4/09 watch band 528

Plastic Shoe on Keychain Viva Bargain, Garden Grove 4/13/09 bottom rubber 319

Purple skull wallet Princess Accessories, Lijia Alum Rock Discount Store 5/4/09 wallet 493

Blue Coinpurse D'Munoz Discount outer blue surface material 338

Red remote control car x-treme racing Marshall's, San Jose 5/4/09 black remote 350

Clown banners Carnival One Dollar One Store 5/8/09 clown pendant 328

On August 14, 2009, the limits on lead dropped even further under the Consumer Product Safety 

Improvement Act. Children's items can't contain more than 300 parts per million of lead and 90 parts 

per million for lead in paint. As of August 14, these items would be in violation of the limits.


