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For immediate release: 
 
 What:  The Other Café Comedy Nightclub’s 30th Reunion Concert 
 When:  September 25, 2010 
 Where:  Palace of Fine Arts, 3301 Lyon St in San Francisco 
Ticket Information: www.TheOtherCafe.com
 
 
June 9, 2010, San Francisco—Bob Ayres, founding partner of San Francisco’s fondly 
remembered Other Café Comedy Nightclub, and KQED Public Media announced today 
that many of the famed Haight-Ashbury club’s former stars, staff, and partners will gather 
for a reunion and comedy concert in San Francisco on September 25, 2010. The show’s 
proceeds will benefit KQED Public Media. 
 
The Other Café, which closed in 1993, helped launch the careers of many national 
talents, including Dana Carvey, Paula Poundstone, Ellen Degeneres, Bob Goldthwait, 
Kevin Meaney, Rob Schneider, Duck’s Breath Mystery Theater, and Bobby Slayton, and 
was frequent host to Robin Williams, Whoopi Goldberg, Jay Leno, Jerry Seinfeld, 
Richard Lewis, Dennis Miller, Rita Rudner, and many others. “Twenty of our favorite 
comics are holding the September 25 date, including some very special guests,” Ayres 
stated. “It will be a night of comedy to remember.” 
 
Thirty years ago, the seminal club changed its eclectic folk/rock/comedy format to a 
focus of comedy seven nights a week—establishing The Other as a West Coast hub for 
thinking person’s comedy and launching the national 1980s comedy scene into 
overdrive. “It was also 30 years ago that we created (or attempted might be more apt) a 
big media stir by adding a second bathroom,” Ayres remembered affectionately, “I’m still 
proud of that second bathroom.” 
 
The physical space and location of the club informed the stage performances. In the 
politically-correct Haight-Ashbury, divisive and mean-spirited jokes fell on deaf ears; The 
Other quickly earned a reputation among comics and LA and NY talent agents for smart, 
aware audiences who booed blue humor, connected with political references, and who 
could ably follow character-based conceptual comics like Dana Carvey far out onto any 
limb. The progressive audiences also readily supported The Other’s choice to become 
California’s first non-smoking nightclub. The club’s expansive plate-glass windows, 
uncurtained during shows, revealed a parade of Haight-Ashbury eccentrics who inspired 
comic improvisation. The effect was edgy and electric and heightened by natural 
improvisers such as Robin Williams, Jay Leno, or Kevin Meaney, who, armed with an 
extra-long microphone cord, chased passersbys down the sidewalk trying to interview 
them. Other Café partners Richard Snow and Chip Romer reminisced, “Paula 
Poundstone once goaded a motorcyclist to drive his bike right into the crowded 
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club…and Jane Dornacker commonly stepped off the stage and ran out to hop on a city 
bus, leaving us a little anxious about what to do next.” 
 
The Other was beloved not just for its stellar performers, but also for its out-of-the-box 
programming like the Miss Haight Ashbury Beauty Pageant, The Other Café Dating 
Game, New Material Night, Cooking with Kevin (Meaney), and for luring off-beat 
performers like Timothy Leary, Abbie Hoffman, Larry King, Henny Youngman, David 
Letterman’s Larry “Bud” Melman, and “Harold and Maude” star Bud Cort. 
 
“The September 25th show will be true to our off-beat tradition,” Ayres promised. “We’ll 
have plenty of classic stand-up, but also improvisation, sketch, and other surprises. We 
hope the show will reunite faithful Other Café audiences with their favorite performers. It 
will be just like the old days—when laughter reigned.” 
 
Fans are encouraged to visit www.TheOtherCafe.com to sign up for advance access 
and discounted ticket sales for the 30th reunion show and to read and share blogged 
memories about the club’s former days. 
 
For more info, please contact Bob Ayres at 415-785-8873 or robert@tnty.com. 
 
 
ABOUT KQED PUBLIC MEDIA 
KQED Public Television is one of the nation's most-watched public television station and 
is the producer of local and national series such as QUEST; Check, Please! Bay 
Area;and Jacques Pépin: More Fast Food My Way. KQED's digital television channels 
include 9HD, Life, World, Kids and Vme, and are available 24/7 on Comcast. KQED 
Public Radio (88.5 FM in San Francisco and 89.3 FM in Sacramento), home of Forum 
with Michael Krasny and The California Report, is the most-listened-to public radio 
station in the nation with an award-winning news and public affairs program service. 
KQED Education Network brings the impact of KQED to thousands of teachers, 
students, parents and the general public through workshops, community screenings and 
multimedia resources. KQED Interactive offers video and audio podcasts and live radio 
stream at kqed.org. 
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