
On July 7, 1998, James Byrd Jr. was

walking home from a family party in

the town of Jasper, Texas. Byrd, a

49-year-old disabled African American,

was drunk and staggering down the

side of the road when three White

men in a pickup truck offered him 

a ride home. Byrd accepted and

jumped in the back, but instead of

taking him home, the men drove

Byrd down a logging road east of town.

In one of the most heinous crimes in

recent American history, Byrd was

beaten by the three men, John

William King and Shawn Allen

Berry, both 23, and Lawrence

Brewer, 31. Byrd was then tied to 

the back of the pickup with a 24-

foot-long chain and dragged behind

as Berry drove down the road. 

Parts of his body were found more

than two miles down the road; the

discoveries ended at his decapitated

torso. Byrd’s severed head was found

about a mile away from his dumped

body. His face had been sprayed with

black paint. 

The murder immediately put Jasper

in the national spotlight. In its wake,

the Ku Klux Klan, the New Black

Panther Party, Jesse Jackson and 

others descended on the small town,

bringing back memories of the con-

frontations that occurred throughout 

the South during the Civil Rights

Movement only several decades earlier. 

The trial of King, Berry and Brewer

took place a year later, in November

1999. All three suspects had previous

criminal records, and two of the men

were believed to have connections to

the Aryan Nation, a White suprema-

cist group. In addition to all state

charges, federal hate crime charges

were brought against the trio, which

made them eligible for the death

penalty. After a long trial and two

days of deliberation, all three were

found guilty of murder. King and

Brewer were sentenced to die by

lethal injection, and Berry to life in

prison. It was a historic sentencing—

the first time in Texas that a White

man received the death penalty for

killing a Black man.

Byrd’s family and lawmakers lobbied

for a new hate crime bill to be passed

in Texas. Governor George W. Bush

refused to support the measure, argu-

ing that it created unnecessary dis-

tinctions for gays. Then on May 12,

2001, the new Texas governor, Rick

Perry, signed the hate crime bill that

strengthened the penalties for crimes

motivated by the victim’s race, reli-

gion, gender and sexual preference.

The measure was called the James

Byrd Jr. Hate Crimes Act.          

A Murder in Jasper, Texas, 
Brings Back Haunting Memories

Two of the three 

convicted murderers

received the death 

penalty for their crimes.

Should crimes motivated

by hate based on race, 

religion, gender and 

sexual preference carry

stiffer penalties than 

“ordinary” crimes? 

Write a short 

argumentative essay 

and find a newspaper 

article that helps you

defend your position.

References: www.chron.com/content/chronicle/special/jasper/byrd
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Visit the KQED companion Web site at www.kqed.org/niot.

Premieres April 8 at 9pm



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


